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Mrs. EMERSON, Ms. KAPTUR,
Messrs. HAYES, BERRY, LEWIS of
Kentucky, SIMMONS, FORBES, SHU-
STER, GIBBONS, KENNEDY of Min-
nesota, PITTS, SHERWOOD, LEACH,
BILIRAKIS, TANCREDO, HILLEARY,
POMEROY, STUMP, EVERETT, HILL,
MOORE, and Ms. HART changed their
vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’

Messrs. PASTOR, HILLIARD,
FRANK, LAFALCE, and Ms. PELOSI
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to
‘‘yea.’’

So the previous question was ordered.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

FOSSELLA). The question is on the reso-
lution.

The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

REPORT ON H.R. 2620, DEPART-
MENTS OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
AND HOUSING AND URBAN DE-
VELOPMENT, AND INDEPENDENT
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
BILL, 2002

Mr. HOBSON, from the Committee on
Appropriations, submitted a privileged
report (Rept. No. 107–159) on the bill
(H.R. 2620) making appropriations for
the Departments of Veterans Affairs
and Housing and Urban Development,
and for sundry independent agencies,
boards, commissions, corporations, and
offices for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2002, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the Union Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of
order are reserved on the bill.

f

b 1130

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ISTOOK. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 2590, and that I may include tab-
ular and extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FOSSELLA). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Okla-
homa?

There was no objection.
f

TREASURY AND GENERAL GOV-
ERNMENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2002

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 206 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on

the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2590.

b 1131
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly, the House resolved
itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2590)
making appropriations for the Treas-
ury Department, the United States
Postal Service, the Executive Office of
the President, and certain Independent
Agencies, for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2002, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. DREIER in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the

rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. ISTOOK) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER)
each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. ISTOOK).

Mr. ISTOOK. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to
present to the House H.R. 2590. This is
the fiscal year 2002 Treasury, Postal
Service, and General Government ap-
propriations bill.

As reported, this bill, of course, is
within the agreed-upon balanced budg-
et that has been agreed to by the House
with the Senate and the President. The
bill, compared to the current fiscal
year operations, is $1.1 billion above
the current operations. It is also some
$340 million above the original request
from the White House, although that
number, Mr. Chairman, was amended
somewhat. The supplemental request
included funds for the 2002 Winter
Olympics, which has been funded
through the supplemental and has been
reallocated accordingly within this
bill.

As reported, Mr. Chairman, the
spending allocation enables us to do a
number of significant things regarding
Federal law enforcement in particular.

Mr. Chairman, realizing that we have
been favored with a positive allocation
from the full committee chairman, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. YOUNG), it
is a fair question how we have applied
the extra $1 billion that has been made
available. The short answer is we have
sought to address some very significant
needs, in particular in Federal law en-
forcement. Some 30 percent of Federal
law enforcement is funded through this
appropriation measure. We have also
sought to address some very compel-
ling needs regarding information tech-
nology.

Let me give an example, Mr. Chair-
man. We are all aware that the IRS has
had significant problems dealing with
the complexity of the Tax Code and in
having a modern information system
that will enable taxpayers to have cor-
rect information in the hands of the
IRS and not be receiving incorrect no-
tices. This allocates significant fund-
ing to accelerate the information tech-
nology advancement in the IRS.

In particular, within the Customs
Service, we have what might be fairly
called, Mr. Chairman, a rickety com-
puter system that is utilized for han-
dling some $8 billion worth of trade
each day that goes through ports of
entry with the U.S. Customs Service.
That system is, frankly, on the verge
of collapse; and we do not need to be
losing $8 billion daily in trade because
of an antiquated information system in
Customs.

Even beyond the pace set by the ad-
ministration’s budget, we have put the
funding in for what is called the Auto-
mated Commercial Environment,
which is the new Customs information
technology system that ties together
some 50 agencies that are involved in
the imports and exports handled by the
Customs Service to make sure that
this trade that is so vital to the econ-
omy of the United States of America
can flow unimpeded.

So those areas, law enforcement,
trade, drug interdiction as a key com-
ponent of law enforcement, and the in-
formation technology, are the main
areas in which we have provided invest-
ments through the Subcommittee on
Treasury, Postal Service, and General
Government bill.

The bill places, as I mentioned, a pri-
ority on counter-drug efforts in law en-
forcement. Let me mention some the
elements by which that is done.

We have the Customs Air and Marine
Interdiction Program, which has not
had the aircraft or the boats to be able
to keep up with the degree of smug-
gling of illegal drugs into the United
States, such as in southern Florida,
where I visited recently. They are in
sore need of modern equipment to be
able to stem the flow of illegal nar-
cotics into America.

We put significant new investments
into the effort, the manpower, expand-
ing the manpower where they are over-
burdened and overworked, and also ex-
panding the equipment available to
them to do that.

We have funding for the Integrated
Violence Reduction Strategy by Alco-
hol, Tobacco and Firearms, which is
trying to stem the use of illegal weap-
ons, or legal weapons used illegally, by
people in the commission of violent
crimes. Both the Youth Crime Interdic-
tion Initiative and the Integrated Vio-
lence Reduction Strategy receive sig-
nificant new funding in this measure.

Also significantly increased is what
is known as HIDTA, the High Intensity
Drug Trafficking Area program. Some
$231 million in Federal resources is
made available in this bill for coordi-
nating the efforts between the State,
the local and the Federal law enforce-
ment agencies, which all must work to-
gether, especially in the areas where
there are significant problems of drug
trafficking.

We also have, Mr. Chairman, an ef-
fort to try to address the accumulated
backlog that is clogging up the court
system. Federal courthouses are funded
in this bill to the tune of $326 million
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